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Dear Ms. Stevenson: 

Thrs letter responds to the Complamt fled a p s t  our clients, Swift Vets and POWs for Truth 
(“SBVT”) and the other respondents hsted above, in MUR 5525. SBVT and the other 
respondents listed above deny each allegation made agamst them m the complamt. The 
c o m p h t  fads to cite any evidence that the SBVT’s commmcatlons were coordinated with 
Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc. or the Repubhcan Natlonal Comrmttee. In fact, an objective, common 
sense reading of the complamt reveals that it is based upon conjecture, and at best, attenuated 
muendos designed to provide the Kerry camp;ugn’s medm ahes with fodder for a story. See, eg., 
Complamt at 9 (“In 1986, Rove served as a political consultant to the gubematonal campaign of 
Bd.I Clements, and Bob Perry was the Treasurer of that campaign.") (emphasis added). For the 
reasons set for the below, the Federal Electlon Commission must d ~ s m i s s  the c o m p h t  and not 
take any further action. 

’ 

SBVT is an independent orgamation and exempt from federal income tax under section 527 of 
the Internal Revenue Code. The orgamatlon is led by Rear Admrral Roy Hoffmann, USN 
(retued), Commander of all Smft Boats m Vietnam during the penod of John Kerry’s four- 
month tour m S m f i  Boats between late November 1968 and mid-March 1969. A list of the 
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254 members may be found on www.swifhrcts.coin. A large majonty of those who served mth 
John Kerry in Smft Boats in Vietnam have jomed the orgamzatlon. The purpose of SBVT is to 
add to the pubhc debate essential mformatlon about John Kerry's post-Vietnam charges of war 
cnmes and hs own Vietnam record. SBVT is uniquely positloned to do so smce it includes most 
of the locatable sailors and officers who served with John Kerry m Vietnam. 

The decisions regarding the content, tirmng and placement of SBVT advertisements are made by 
the veterans who served on swift boats mth Senator Kerry dunng the Vietnam war. The content 
of each advertlsement focuses on inaccwaaes about Senator Kerry's war record and hs hes and 
distortions about the men he served with in Vietnam. These advertuements are designed to 
educate the general pubhc about Senator Kerry's war record and his anti-war actlmties after he 
returned home from Vietnam. The compliunt cites no emdence - because there is none - that 
any other orgamzatlon or mdwidual has participated in any manner in the matenal decisions, 
content or tirmng of these advertlsernents. See 11 C.F.R. § 109.21. Any suggestlon or muendo 
made m the complarnt to the contrary is false and represents one more he by Senator Kerry about 
the men he served with m Vietnam. 

Fmally, SBVT has comphed mth the source prohbitlons and reportrng obhgatlons apphcable to 
electloneenng commumcations. The organization has established two separate bank accounts - 
one for donations fiomindmduals and another separate account for donatlons from 
corporations and other busrness entltles. The productlon costs for each conmumcation that may 
quahfy as an electloneenng cornmumcatton have been pad for mth perrmssible funds from the 
account containing donatlons from indwiduals. SBVT has filed a Form 9 for each elecaoneenng 
commumcations pad for by the orgamzation. 

Accordmgly, the Comrmssion must d~smrss this matter and take no further actlon for the reasons 
stated above. 

Respectfully submitted. I 

/ f l f i am J. McGdey 
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